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lias retarded it. You will write out the whole of this in a
memorandum which you will give him, sending to me a copy, in
cypher, by the earliest safe opportunity; in fact, you will commu-
nicate to him everything that you may consider of benefit to my
service, whether as regards the past or the future. You will,
however, await the information he will give you upon the sub-
ject of Ms secret instructions, that you may supply yourself
with a copy, and take into consideration the best means to be
adopted for their "being carried out successfully. They will
serve as your guide in all you will say, whether as regards what
has "been done or what is to be done.

c This, my mark of confidence in the Baron de Breteuil, is a
proof of how fully I am persuaded that he will execute my
orders with zeal and ability. Notwithstanding the sincerity of
his intentions, which I do not doubt, it is just possible that he
may err as to the means to be adopted for giving effect to my
secret instructions; you will in such a case expose to him,
deferentially, your views.1

' In the King's hand.    Approved 7th March, 1760.'

On August 23, 1760, de l'H6pital informed the
Minister for Foreign Affairs that M. Poissonnier,2 the
Empress's private physician, had recommended D'Eon's
instant departure from Bussia, his ailments threatening
serious consequences.

r I have already had the honour of acquainting you with
M. D'Eon's services and abilities. I entreat that you will be
good enough to recommend him to the favourable notice of the
King, and ask his Majesty to reward his services and zeal by
granting him a pension equal to the whole or part of the annual
salary lie has enjoyed since he has been with me.'

In a private communication to the same minister,
de 1'Hopital reminded the duke that D'Eon's services in

1 Massan, vi. 190.

3 A distinguished physician at the French Court, sent by Louis XV. to
attend upon the Empress, who had complained to the King of her physical
sufferino-R,arc*
